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While it is true that South Africa's racial policies 

have limite~ the degree of open trade and cooperation with 

black Africa, it is also the case that economic realities have 

led much of black Africa to at least undercover economic and 

political relations with South Africa. Beginning in 1969 

with the Lusaka Declaration, a number of black regimes, led 

by Kaunda of Zambia have pursued a policy of "detente" with 

South Africa. Though this policy is limited by the political 

considerations of black leaders who have to contend with the 

anti-racist opinions of their own populations, trade and 

exchange has existed between black and white Africa. 

Zambia is particularly dependent on both Rhodesia and 

South Ai'rica. Companies based in both white regimes remained 

in control of Zambia's copper mines after independence in 1964, 

particularly Anglo-American and RST. Even today, these companies 

hold the service contracts for the mines and open them partially. 

Zambia remains dependent on Rhodesian food products. The 

same is true even for the "Marxist-Leniniet 11 regime in Mozambique, 

who continue to export 100,000 workers to South Africa's mines, 

relies largely on South African technical aid and who are 

dependent on South Africa for about 45% of it's GNP. 

Yet the black regimes together with South Africa understand 

that full economic relations without political fetters requires 

a solutien to the questions of Zimbabwe and Namibia. It is ['·~l,ut·\ 

this fact that lies at the heart of numerous peace conferences 

sponsored by the two to bring about some form of majority rule 

in both countries, particularly Zimbabwe. The South African 

Shaw's contention that South A~rica is the capital of 

the 11 SUbsystem 11 of southern Africa as a whole is the key to 

his thes&s. South Africa's economy is the most developed in 

all of Africa. It has massive links with and is propped up 

by international capitalism based on both it's politically 

strategl'c position and it's high rate of profitability for 

foreign investors. Foreign investments and loans to South 

Africa total at least $) - 4 billion. In addition, the 

links with foreign capital provide South Africa with the 

high technological level necessary to any competitive unit 

in the international system. As Shaw points out, 

The mutual interests of regional and global 
corporations encourage such exchanges and 
interdependence. South Africa has diversified 
its relations in technological exchange to 
enhance its access and deter sanctions on 
knowledge. It builds jet fighters from Italy 
and France, missles from France, computers 
from IBM and ICL, uses nuclear technology from 
West Germany and France, microwave circuits 
from Japan, and chemical engineering from 
Britain and the us. C11J ~) 

Because of its economic position as the only advanced 

country in southern Africa, South Africa is the natural 

trade partner with the entire region. Yet due to the racist 

apartheid policies of South Africa, its "natural" relations 

with the rest of the sub-continent is vastly limited. While 

the goal of corporate interests is to develop economic links 

and cooperation despite South Africa's structure with black 

Africa, the official positions of the OAU, UN and black 

African regimes oppose cooperation until apartheid is destroyed. 
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regime pressures the Smith government and the Frontline states 

maneover the freedom fighers, all in order to come to a solution 

to the issues which keep black and white regimes apart. 

Recognition for the need for detente on the part of South 

Africa was brought on by the results of the Portuguese coup 

in 1974. The coup led to the successful liberation of Guinea

Bissau, Mozambique and finally Angola. These facts forced South 

Africa to realize that it wou!ld have to learn to function within 

the framework of a black continent. 

Yet the liberation of the Portuguese colonies opened up 

more than either South Africa or the black regimes would have 

liked. The struggles in Zimbabwe and Namibia escalated sharply. 

The black governments were forced to jail Zimbabwean guerillas 

from time to time in order to use them in the negotiation 

process with South Africa. Despite opposition to the MPLA from 

the US, South Africa and such black regimes as Zaire and Zambia, 

the victory of the liberation movement in Angola powerfully 

illustrated the vulnerability of the white regime's dominance. 

All of these events led to the Soweto uprisings in June, 

1976, in the heart of South Africa itself. To date, it is 

these rebellions that have proven the most dangerous threat 

·•t··" 

to South African and international capitalism. Unlike many u,,. 
'J.< '"~'! ~. 

of the liberation movements, it is a mass workip.g class movemSffi''1- S'A'"<ttl 

concentrated in the urban areas. 

It is these events in particular which have led to the 

consideration on the part of foreign capital and the US government 
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of a neo-colonial solution in South Africa itself. 

puts it, 

As Shaw 

Political change in South Africa is a precondition 
for effective South African hegemony in the region 
and for a reducation of criticism against the 
role of the multinations, Further, any delay in 
such change increases the likelihood of more 
radical governments in the liberated areas and 
states which would be less cooperative with 
external entrepreneurs.(pg. 5) 

Despite Shaw's overemphasis on the limits of economic 

relations with black Africa until a black regime takes power 

in South Africa, his point is essentially correct, even more 

so now than when he wrote in 1974. Today, there is the working 

class revolutionary movement to deal with in South Africa~ 

a greater threat than anything that existed before. A neo

colonial solution is therefore more seriously considered. 

This has resulted both in the cultivating of a small black 

middle class, ala Buthelezi ~ who will collaborate to some 

degree with the South African government and who t if need be, 

could make a bid for black leadership of South Africa, on the 

shoulders a£ the multinatinationals. This is an option being 

developed by Andrew Young and the Carter administration today, 

Yet there is a real question as to whether a neo-colonial 

solution is possible in South Africa. As Shaw makes clear, 

the nature of the white settler population is such that a 

transition to ~ ~ of black rule will be resisted strongly. 

The Afrikaner state capitalism only strengthens this ability to 

resist. More important is the nature of the black working class 

movement. Assuming that a neo-colonial solution could be 
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implemented only through the use of a black bourgeoisie, 

the pre-condition of it's success would rest on the weakness 

of the black working class. Yet if the black working class 

is strong enough to overthrow the white regime, it would only 

give power to a new ruling class after being physically crushed. 

While all of this is possible theoretically, its implementation 

would not be guaranteed, particularly if the working class {.,. 

""'~'· '--<e, 

developed a revolutionary party to lead it, and if in additi';~z 1'-'·· "· 
'. ~--' )>1(,~1<, 

the rising of the South African working class spurred. rebellio~~~";i~:~t:, 
f,·'OJ,/,,...-, • 

in l>laek Africa itself, Such events would not only destroy 

the plans and interests of international capitalism in southern 

Africa, but, if successful, could signal the beginning of 

mass insurrecti-on and instability on an international scale. 

Ironically, South Africa is not only the key to the 

international eapi talist system in southern Africa, but also 

to the potential of international working class revolution. 


