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Red Tide Staffers and Lawyer 
Explain Todoy'slawsuit Baffle 

by Doug Tangeman 
Today, lawyers representing the 

Red Tide underground newspa
per staff are suing the L.A. Ciyt 
School Board, School Superinten
dent William Johnston and Uni 
Principal John Welch in Division 
63 of Superior Court. According 
to Dr. Leon Letwin, lead council 
for the staff, the lawsuit is an 
effort to show that the L.A. school 
rules requiring prior censorship 
of material distributed on school 

RED TIDE STAfF MEMBERS Michael Letwin and Cynthia Hummel will 
be appearing in Superior Court along with their lawyers today in a 
lawsuit against the L.A. School District; 

grounds and prohibiting the sale 
of such materials are unconsti
tutional violations of the rights 
fo free speech. 

Dr. Letwin, who is handling the 
case on behalf of the American 
Civil Liberties Union, stated that 
should the lawsuit against prior 
censorship fail at Superior Court 
level, it would be appealed all the 
way up to the State or U.S. Su
preme Court, if necessary. 

Uni Student Plaintiff 
Cynthia Hummel, a 17-year-old 

Red Tide staff member is named 
as the plaintiff in the case. She 
and fellow staffer Michael Let
win indicated, however, that she 
was selected arbitrarily to appear 
on the complaint. "Because of the 
willingness of her mother to co
sign the complaint, required since 
Cindi is a minor, we listed her 
name on the document." Michael 
said. "It implies no leadership
we are acting as a united staff 
with our lawyers' assistance." 

Dr. Letwin, Michael's father, 
said the request for a temporary 
restraining order against the Uni 
Administration on Oct. 4 was to 
permit the sale of the latest issue 
of the Red Tide during the week 
of Octiber 9. 

"We lost the request, but we 
certainly don't consider it a bad 
blow to our case," Dr. Letwin 
explained. "Generally, temporary 
restraining orders are only grant
ed in cases of extreme urgency 
before the regular case comes to 
court. If a construction company 
were not restrained from tearing 
down a house to build a road, 
_[or example, it would be pointless 
to argue the case after the des
truction. After all, the house is 
already gone." 

Case Began in March, 
Cindy said that she, Michael & 

the other staff m embers first 
approached the A.C.L.U. in March 
regarding possible legal action, 

following several suspensions 
students for distributing the l 
Tide on campus. 

"It took sometime to get 
court dates selected, money 
propr:iatetl, elc. but we're glad 
can follow the happenings," 
case will be heard d u r i n g 
school year so that more stud1 
said. "Watching the legal proc 
ings really gives you a ch< 
to learn a lot· about our syst~ 

Dr. Letwin revealed that if 
issue that there should be no 
or censorship of student di 
buted materials is lost, at I 
1Jhe point will be stressed that 
censorship must be done b 
qualified legal expert, such < 

judge. 
"Last year's principal Dr. J 

ke admitted several times thE 
wasn't really qualified to i1 
pret materials for slander, 
and obsenity 'according to 
rent legal definitions'. The 
School Board's Handbook p: 
that responsibility on the pi 
pal, so a school administrat< 
expected to interpret terms 
clear even to many lawyers. 

"And besides the obvious 
of qualification, we'll also s 
the point that the person < 
the censoring is often the 
object of the newspaper or rr 
ial's criticism. Imagine if l' 
were permitted to censor 1 

papers. Do you think c r it 
items such as the Pentagm 
pers, would ever have been 
ted?" 

Asked if he were confide 
the case outcome, Dr. Letw 
plied, "I think so - the ' 
issue of prior censorship is 
a fundamental Constitution< 
that we should be able to 
our point. In any event, w 
appeal an unfavorable deci 

Michael further added tl 
the case were successfal; it ' 
s t r i k e down prior cens< 
rules in publ'c schools all 
the State. "This would perrr 
expression of all viewpoir 
school campuses-certainly 
ter chance for the studeJ 
evaluate and analyze diJ 
opinions. We're all very € 

and hopeful of the resul 
explained. 
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