
REPRESENT A l'HlES CLASH ..,.... 

Red Tide Controversy 
by ,John M. Hillman 

On November 9 a unique de
bate took place on Theta Cable 
TV. For the.· first time in public, 
members of: 1the Red T~de, staff, 
the L.A. Boail?d of Education, and 
the Citizens; ',Legal Defense Al
liance met to discuss the contro
versy surrounding the u n d e r
g r o u n d paper. 

(The Red Tide is currently su
ing the school board and Uni Prin
Cipal John Welch in order to gain 
permission to distribute the paper 
on the school grounds without 
restrictions. The CLDA, led by 
attorney Edward Albertson, has 
filed a lawsuit against the school 
board for permitting the Red Tide 
to be on campus under any cir
cumstances. The CLDA believes 
that the paper .is Communist 
oriented, and thus advocates il
legal acts by members of the stu
dent bodies on the campuses it is 
distributed to. They also claim 
that having the paper on campus 
signifies approval by 1Jhe school 
board. 

(On October 20 the L.A. Super
ior Court dismissed the Tide's 
lawsuit.) 

During the course of the pro
gram, Albertson emphasized that 
his group had "no desire to stop 
the circulation of the paper." He 
said they only wanted it off cam
pus, for a variety of reasons. He 
claimed that the American Civil 
Liberties Union, which is giving 
legal assistance to the 'I'ide, is a 
"prominent leftwing legal asso
ciation." 

Among the items wthich Albert
son cited as derogatory was the 
masthead in the paper which told 
of schools "being crushed, leav
ing a trailof havoc and rebellion." 

Michael Letwin, a staff mem
ber and Uni student, responded 
that he doubted if those words a
lone would incite students to ac-
tion. ,., 

Later on, Ron Apperson, at
torney for the school board, and 
self-described "man in the mid
dle" admitted that at the time 
the 'll.'id.e was declared illegal last 
Spring, the LA school board had 
falled to notify the individual 
high schools of the new state 
guidelines regarding off-campus 
literature. However he said, "in 
a school district of our size, we 
can't always be expected to noti
fy each school on time concerning 
these matters." 

Apperson added that "We dm1't 
let anyone - left, right or center, 
s ell literature 0 n campus be
cause it inten'eres with education
al activities." 

Letwin, along with staff mem
ber Cynthia Hummel, the plain
tiff in the suit, claimed that hav
ing to submit a copy of the paper 
to the school principal prior to 
distribution is censorship. They 
also claimed that not being able 
to sell the paper on campus puts 
them at a financial hardship, and 
thus restricts them in presenting 
their views to the students. 

Letwin remarked that the L.A. 
'l'i.mes doesn't have to submit 
their paper to anyone, and "we 
shouldn't have to either." 

Apperson replied that the prin
cipal wants only to review the 
paper for obscenity and slander. 
He also pointed out that the 
Times isn't allowed to be sold on 
campus either. 

The debate ended with al1 sides 
in a heated argument. 

Meanwhile, there has been a 
class action suit filed by Hamilton 
Hirrh School student David Ham
m~,r~J:ei~ against that school's 
principal, Josephine Jimenez, and 
the school board. 

Letwin told the Wanior that 
the suit, filed .on November 20, 
in Superior Court, seeks uniform
ity within the rules regarding 
non-school literature distribution. 
While the November edition oi the 
'Ji'ide was approved at Uni, Ms. 
Jimenez denied approval claiming 
that the article on birth con1rol 
in that issue, violated the State 
sex education code. This states 
that information regarding sex 
education which is intended for 
students must have the prior ap
proval of each· individual parent. 

At the moment the Tide is con
tinuing to publish, but is sticking 
to the guidelines set up by the 
school board, by submitting the 
paper for approval to Mr. Welch 
and not collecting money for it 
on campus. Letwin told the War
rim· that they will go to the U.S. 
Supreme Court if necessary. The 
suit is now pending in the Dis
trict Court of Appeals. 

LATE NO'l'E: .. On Nov. 22, 
JIIammerstein won a temporary 
1·estraining m~il.er in S u p e r i o r 
Court, giving him permission to 
distribute the Tide on the Hamil
ton ca~m.pus. 
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