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RED TIDE Rolls Along 
by Clayton Manska 

Associate Editor 

High school newspapers in the 
traditional sense are usually just 
that: traditional. Traditional and 
uncontroversiaL Lately, though, 
there has been a trend to attempt 
to express certain beliefs and ideas 
through underground newspapers. 

One such paper, "The Red Tide" 
is presently being published at 
University High and distributed 
among many schools throughout 
the Los Angeles area. 

The reason that this item is 
noteworthy ·is that the staff of 
"The Red Tide" is presently su
ing the Los Angeles Board of Edu
cation, with a challenge to two of 
the Board's standards. 

First, they object to the rule 
that prohibits students from sell
ing material, and secondly, they're 
against· the provision which states 
that material must be submitted 
to the administration for possible 
censorship prior to distribution. 

These rules are being challenged 
on the grounds that they are both 
illegal according to state law and 
unconstitutional under· the state 
and federal constitutions. 

TheY lost a lower court decision 
1n lfle;shi te' s\.tperioi· ··court·· oC'Lo·s 
Angeles and are presently in the 
process of appealing to the Super
ior Court of .California. Should 
they lose there, they will go all the 
way to·the U.S. Supreme Court. 

One of the staff members is 
Michael Letwin, a junior at Unihi, 
who in a recent interview, ex
plained some of the philosophical 
and. practical aspects of the under
ground "R~d Tide." According to 
Michael, 'the ma:in reason for 
putting out the monthly paper is 

two-fold. 
"One reason is because of all the 

slanted and untrue things you get. 
in a textbook, and the things 
teachers do in their classes," he 
explained. "Also, the official school 
newspaper is restricted. We felt a 
need for an alternative that wasn't 
restricted and which presents a 
fundamentally different viewpoint 
of history, America, and school 
than the textbooks and the school 
papers do." 

Michael, who has-visited various 
government classes at , Samohi in 
the past few. weeks, says, "There 
are different issues when you talk 
about being 'for' or 'against' "The 
Red Tide." I'd say very few people 
agree.with what we are advocating 
but then a lot of people feel that 
there should be free distribution of 
material on campus, even if they. 
don't agree with 'The Red Tide.' " 

Michael feels that the contro
versy surrounding his paper is a 
matter of inbred social barriers. 
"People have been taught be be 
anti~Communist or anti-subver
sive," he observed. "They have this 
feeling that's been pounded into 
them for. 16 or 17 years that they 
g,hould be>&gains'& thiings•lilt( 'The· 
Red Tide,' that it's un-American, 
when in fact it's the most Ameri
can thing to do. 

"Rebellions have been the source 
of change in this country ever since 
it's been around. The country was 
born out of rebellion and it's an 
ironic thing that people don't feel 
that it's part of their heritage, 
because it is.'' 

Although "The Red Tide" con
siders itself to be a "high school 
community news service," the basic 

theme of the newspaper concerns 
school in conjunction with society 
as a whole. 

"We don't think that schools are 
an isolated part of society,'' Mi
chael points out. "We think that 
they are a direct feeding system 
into society, and that's where 
people get their basie train
ing to fit into society. What we 
would like to do is disrupt that 
training because we don't like the 
way that society is based and we 
want to stop the way people are 
being fed into it like robots." 

The main purpose of "The Red 
Tide" is not to lure people into 
violent overthrow as some may be
lieve, but rather the paper is pri
marily concerned with edUC(lting 
its readers. "We don't urge that 
much action. You must have educa
tion before·you can ask for acti~n." 

Michael feels that his paper is 
doing some good. 

"It is getting pfiople to question 
the basic. ideas that they have," 
he says, "In addition to getting 
them to think about where they 
are and what their roles are." 

Michael Letwin and the rest 
of the "Red Tide" shJ.ff are 

.,confidant;,. tt<il:t•,th.li\Y •;"'?~\H. e:v;~ntuaLly 
accomplish the things they strongly 
believe in. 

"Look at the changes that have 
been made throughout history. 
They've all taken a long time, but 
they've happened. I look at it as tt.. 
perpetual series of·. changes, and 
they never come by itliemsel~es, 
They come from moven~ents;' edu-
cation and action." ' · 
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