
Vol. 53 

Fonda Permitted 
·,lQ Sp,Q.o,,~ (It Uni 

by Joyce Gould 
All systems are go for Jane 

Fonda to speak at Uni on the Viet 
Nam War. With the recent adop
tion of specific guidelines for con
troversial speakers, Principal Mr. 
John Welch has granted a student 
request to allow the anti-war acti
vist to speak on campus. All that 
remains now is for her to show 
up. Miss Fonda's appearance was 
approved and planned 'for Febru
rary 5, but illness precluded her 
visit. Her presentation has now 
been rescheduled for Thursday, 
February 22 . at lunch. 

A controversy surrounding Jane 
Fonda's appearance erupted sev
eral weeks ago when Mr. Welch 
initially denied the request made 
by !Michael Letwin of the Red 
Tide and sponsored by Student 
Government to allow her to spea:k 
on Wednesday, January 17, at a 
school invitational assembly. 

Reasons 
According to Mr. Welch, 

he made his c h o i c e on t h e 
premise that in order for speakers 
to discuss controversial issues 
before students, a school .frame
work which reflects the senti
ment of students, faculty; and 
parents should be designed in a 
way that would meet with Board 
of Education requirements ·for 
outside speakers. 

He stressed, "It was not a ques
tion of Jane 'Fonda. It was a 
question of having a policy re
garding speeches on controver
sial issues." He added, "'It should 
be possible for students and teach
ers to discuss controversial is
sues on a high school campus. 
The policy being developed at Uni 
High will allow this to be done 
in an educational climate and in 
an orderly manner." 

He also noted that failure of 
Miss Fonda: or her representative 
to contact him, which left him 
with only-~-vagueidea of what 
kind of p.r)esen1latJ:'i25nc sV~CDY\"OUld 
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make, was in part responsible for 
his decision. He explained that 
it is stated by the Board of Edu
cation in tthe "Student Rights 
and Responsibilities Handbook" 
that programs consisting of out
side speakers be approved in ad
vance by the principal of the res
pective school. Therefore, because 
he ·lacked a full account of what 
Jane Fonda intended to say to 
students, Mr. Welch was compell
ed to prevent her from speaking 
the day planned for her appear-
ance. 

Reaction 
Mr. Welch was bombarded by · 

an outburst of community and 
student reaction, some for and 
some against his decision. 

But until a school policy for 
outside speakers could be devel
oped, he continued to withhold · 
his permission for Jime Fonda to 
speak. In concurrence with this 
thought, he pointed to the Janu
ary 18 meeting of the Community 
Adv·isory Council as the appropri
ate place for formulating such 
a policy. 

At the meeting, members of 
the CAC passed a resolution sta· 
ting that it "strongly supports 
the constitutional rights of stu
dents to invite and hear sneakers 
of any and every persuasion on 
the University High School cam· 
pus, provided that notice of at 
least three days be given to the 
Principal and that all regulations 
of the Board of Education be ob· 
served." 

Approval Granted 
With respect to this policy, Mr. 

Welch has given Jane Fond a 
clearance to speak at Uni. He 
emphasizes, though, his concern 
for students to have access to 
more than one perspective when 
controversial issues are discussed. 
Therefore, in order to present 
another view on the Viet Nam 
War, Mr. Welch has invited 'Mr. 
Robert K. Dornan to speak in 
rebuttal to Jane Fonda on Friday, 
February 24 at lunch. Mr. Dornan 
has made thirteen film documen· 
tores on M.I.A., P.O.W.s, and is 
now a candidate for Mayor of 
Los Angeles. 

fonda .. :At · 
·~'WEJ~'t~ .. 

--Actress Jane Fonda has 
been accepted as a 
speaker at University 
High School and is expect
ed to appear soon, her 
a g e n t said Wednesday. 
Miss Fonda was scheduled 
to speak at .'it voluntary as
sembly of the st 
o.oa tl'im wieiiihui' ·; .Y , : ,.,~.; ·"·': •'"""' 


