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Three Uni Students Arrested 
Carrying Supplies to Indians 

by John M. llillman 

Three Uni students, .en route 
from Los Angeles to Wounded 
Knee, S.D., with food, clothing, 
and medical supplies for mili
tant Indians, were arrested by 
the FBI on Saturday, March 17, 
and charged with violation of the 
federal anti-riot statute. 

On March 22, the Uni stuD.ents 
involved, Karen Pamer, 18, Mi
chael Letwin and Steve Schick
man, both 16, were acquitted of 
all charges at a Las Vegas fed
eral court. The other 13 members 
of the caravan, all Indian or Chi
cano, were indicted by a grand 
jury under the original charges. 

The 16 persons who were at
tempting to bring aid to the In
dians who had seized Wounded 
Knee February 27, were crossing 
the California-Nevada border 
when arrested. 

The 13 persons under indict
ment have all been released eith
er on bonds or their own recog
nizance. 

An FBI spokesman said that 
the Federal statute makes it a 
v·iolation "for anyone to cross 
the state line with the intent to 
organize, promote, encourage, 
participate in or carry on a riot 
to aid or abet any participating 
in a riot." 

Scottie Calloway, chairman of 
the L.A. chapter of the American 
Indian Movement CA.I.M.), the 
organization whose members 
seized Wounded Knee, said the 

caravan was no secret, and that 
he did not ·expect legal hassles. 
Similarly Letwin and Pamer had 
passed around a special Red 'l'i!le 
bulletin (both are on the staff of 
that paper) an March 15 urging, 
students to make donations to 
the 'Indians. The supplies were 
collected at a drop-off point on 
March 16, the day ot departUJ)e. 

Schickman, who has an interest 
in film production, told the Wal'· 
rior before his departure he 
wanted to' make a documentary 
of the Wounded Knee situation. 

Prior to departure, Pamer, the 
only Uni student who was not a 
minor, said Sl'J.e Was, confident the 
supplies. wo1Ud reach the Indi
ans·. iFeM't'al ·Cl.u:th9ri,ties sur
rounding Wounded Knee were 
permitting food and medicine to 
come to the Indians through the 
'1\Jational Council of Churches. 

On March 23 the three Uni 
students who were acquitted of 
all charges released a statement 
which contained the following: 

"We come from white, middle
class backgrounds, from homes 
of 'professional' parents. We 
were, indeed, the only white de
fendents in the case. The fact 
that the [ndian and Chicano 
members of the caravan were 
indicte'd while we were not is 
symbolic of the racial and class 
bias in the system of American 
'justice' and in this society as 
a whole." 


