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Thousands of Californians lined 
steamy - but peaceful - parade 
routes, waved tiny }uneriean Flags 
and listened to words of,lhe generaLc: 
Sa~·.~~ .Arm~ 
Forces'D~Y. 19"10:·· · • · H ••• 

.Jt '\'1-"35 the 21st time since Arneri-
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Tl-lll.tllwnt.... 

Thousands of Californians lined 
steamy - but peaceful - parade 
routes, waved tiny ~4.merican Flags 
and listened to words o~the generals 
Sa~7J!1{-''~'-...~. Arm~ 
Forees'·D~Y. {~~,;~ ·· 

.It '\\"aS the 21st time since Ameri
calis f.Lrst gathered. in 19.30, to honor 
their men of war from all branches 
of the military on a siilgle.day. ' ' 

But, Saturday, there was a diCicr
ence. 

Parade attendance rcpo1:1cdly Wt~ft 
d<>wn in both Torrance and San Dic
ge>-traditionallj·, .hem' citiet< to the 
state's higgest . .a\rmed Fot·ce~ Day 
festivities. / 

And,, in:Ocearu:ide, and other phi~ 
ces; .the specter.of more war brought 
out thousands or antimilitary prote:;
tors wh~espite .ciYic:: fear$ to the 
contrary ~kept their peacc .. dcmon
strations peaceful. 

Tribute to 1\lilitary HcritaJ;e 
Twenty ;years ago, President Tru

man had proclaimed the day a time 
for paying tribute to military heri
tage, a day for the common man to 
show his respect for. the fighting 
men who had kept }1is country free. 

Then - only a month before the 
outbreak of tlie Korean War-Cali
fornians had eagerly displayed their 
blue and white "E" flag;;, awarded to 
industries that had received a per
formance rating or "excellent" dur
ing World, War II. 

Then. children h:ul become ~ol
diers for a day, clamberiug ·over 
tanks. guns and· aircraft on display 
at annorie$, airfields and harbO!'S in 
the Southland. 

But; Saturday. m:my of thp mi!i
tur,: complexes of'tlie ~tate .nnd n:~• 
tion were. Closed. their Armed Forces 
Da,· fc~tivitie~ curtail eel ot~ carrceled 
<1' a detCI'I'cnt to antiwar demoristra
tioM. 

Please Turn to Pn;e :::J, Col; 1 

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission. 



Continued from First Page 

Saturday, in additio~ to 
parades and ceremomes, 
there were protest marches 
by students, active duty 
:Marines .and middle-aged 
citizens who .sang so:ngs, 
chanted ~Out of Vietnam, • 
•out of Cambodia" and 
.generally tried to ignore 
the marching bands and 
quick-stepping drill units. 

At times Saturday, the 
two forces brushed elbows. 
No problems-other than 
a couple of fist fights
were reported. 

Torrance and San Diego 
held the spotlight for tra~ 
ditional celebrations, while 
Oceanside, Fort Ord and 
Fresno were .the gathering 
places for antiwar activists. 

Police estimated 60,000 
persons lined the Torrance 
route in 90 ~degree- plus 
heat as the· city's 11th an
nual military parade 
stepped smartly by. 

The crowd. was consider
ably smaller than in pre-
vious years. Last year an 
e s ti mated 150,000 
watched. 

A f e w demonstrators 
stood on the sidelines, at
tempting to pass out leaf. 
lets protesting U.S. in
volvement 1n Indochina, 
but their presence was lost 
in a sea of hand-held Flags 
and passing military rega
lia. 

Police said one demon
strator was "clouted by an 
irate citizen. • No arrest 
was made. 

After the parade. Marine 
Brig. Gen. James D. Hittle 
(Ret.), assistant secretary 
of the Navy, told a civic 
luncheon group: 

"Military service has al
ways been an honorable 
necessity of the American 
way of life. This is a fact 
that today's placard-wav
ers and Flag-burners 
seemed to have missed in 
their high school history 
lessons.• 

Hittle, who has a son-a 
corporal in the Army
stationed in Vi e t n am, 
spoke of President Nixon's 
decision to intervene in 
Cambodia. 

•r know he (Mr. Nixon) 
faced a great deal of an
guish and torture in reach· 
ing his decision on Cambo
dia," Hittle said. "Yet, it 
,111'!., :. nmhl~>m th:.t rl,.. 

stand on Broadway, chant
in" peace ~'":Jans and 
w:ving their .hands in the 
Y-for-peace. stgn. 

After questioning by the 
FBI, charges against the 
two were dropped a~d 
they were released,. pollee 
said Both men claimed 
the;.: were wearing the 
uniforms legally. . 
. In Oceanside, a seastde 
community near the ~t 
Camp Pendleton ?v!arme 
Corps Base, a crowd or 
marchers -.estimated by 
]'JOlice · at between 4,000 
and 5,00<hparaded in op
position to the war. . 

.More than 400 police of
ficers from Oceanside and 
surrounding areas were on 
hand in preparation for 
possible trouble. The city 
council had first refu~d 
to grant a parade permtt 
to the protesters on the 
grounds that a 30-day 
waiting period had not 
been complied with. . 

However, after recelV
ing assurances from the 
march's organize."S ~at 
there would be no VIo
lence, permission w a s 
granted. 

The .march, orderly and 
without . serious incident, 
included ·mostly students 
and · active-duty service
men . belonging .to . !>iove
ment fora Democratic Mil
itary, an organizat~on at
tempting to reorgamze t_h; 
military on a "democratiC 
basis. 

The Oceanside marchers 
were joined by a few doz. 
en off-duty Marines from 
Camp Pendleton .and by a 
scattering of·· middle-aged 
residents, some of whom 
used the occasion to take 
their dpgs for a stroll. 

At one point, as the 
marchers passed a Marine 
Shore Patrol station near 
the beach, the crowd-see
ing four MP's standing at 
parade rest - broke into 
"song:• 

".M·I-C ..• K-E-Y." the 
Mics went. ·~l-0-U•S...Eee
EEEE ; .. " 

The iMP's, their hands 
folded behind their backs, 
their eye~ straight ahead, 
kept their faces expres
sionless. 

Later, at a rally in Beach 
Bowl-a seaside amphi
theater near downtown 
Oceanside-Tom Hayden, 
.... : ...... -..1-.- ,.t •\..- ~ .. ___ , __ .. 
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was made. 
After the parade. Marine 

Brig. Gen. James D. Hittle 
(Ret.), assistant secretary 
of the Navy, told a civic 
luncheon group: 

"Military service has al· 
ways been an honorable 
necessity of the American 
way of life. This is a fact 
that today's placard-wav· 
ers and Flag-burners 
seemed to have missed in 
their high school history 
lessons.• 

were joined by a !ew doz
en off-duty Marines from 
Camp Pendleton and by a 
scattering of middle-aged 
residents, rome of whom 
used the occasion to take 
their dogs for a stroll. 

Hittle, who has a son-a 
corporal in the Army
stationed in Y i e t n am, 
spoke of President Nixon's 
decision to intervene in 
Cambodia. 

•r know he (Mr. Nixon) 
faced a great deal of an· 
guisll and torture in reach· 
ing his decision on Cambo
dia,' Hittle said. "Yet, it 
was a problem that de· 
manded immediate resolu· 
tion, and in the great tra. 
di'bion of the men who 
have pre,·iously held the 
office of the President of 
the United States, Mr. 
Nixon made his cou· 
rageous decision-a neces· 
sary decision." · 

In San Diego, a commu• 
nity strongly attached to 
the country's military-in· 
dustria! complex, a crowd 
of 10,000 turned out to 
view the 200-unit parade. 

Police Sgt. Kenneth An
derson. a traffic officer 
who said he has seen ma
ny Armed Forces Day pa
rades there, reported the 
crowd to be "significantly 
smaller" than in previou~ 
years. Crowds of between 
30,000 and 50,000 have 
been on hand. i.'l other 
years, police said. 

The only . incident oc. 
curred when .police arrest. 
ed two men-Thomas A. 
Soals and Donald J. Van
derport; both 22 and both 
of San Diego-on suspi
cion of wearing an Arnty 
unl!orm • unlawfully: 

The two . men, sporting 
long hair and beards and 
wearing. smartly pressed 
regulation uniforms, were 
among a'.:::>Ut 75 •veterans 
Against the· War• who 
stood near the reviewing 

At one point, as the 
marchers passed a Marine 
Shore Patrol station near 
the beach, the crowd-see
ing four MP's standing at 
parade rest - broke into 
"song:" 

"M·I·C .•. K·E·Y." the 
h-rics went. "~1-0-U-s-Eee
EEEE: .. " 

The MP's, their hands 
folded behind their backs, 
their eyes straight ahead, 
kept their faces expres
sionless. 

Later, at a rally in Beach 
Bowl-a seaside amphi
theater near downtown 
Oceanside-Tom Hayden, 
a founder of the Studenl> 
for a Democratic Society 
and a Chicago Seven con
spiracy trial defendant, 
was one of several persons 
to address the crowd. 

Hayden said the purpose 
of the march and rally,was 
to express sylllpathy with 
those who are moving to
ward "mutiny in the 
armed forces." 

There was a gathering of 
about 60 young men, ma· 
nv of them marines out of 
u·niform. who tried to 
heckle those attending the 
rail~·. but police and "mo
nitors" supplied by the dc
m o n s t r a t o r 5 worked 
together to keep the two 
groups apart. 

At the Marine base 
nearby, Armed Force 5 
Day activities were sharp
lv curtailed, a spokesman 
said, but several pieces of 
military equipment were 
on display in an open field. 

In other activities: 
-.\bout 2,500 . antiwar 

demonstrators. marched to 
the main gate of Fort Ord 
near. Monterey, but were 
told the base was closed to 
the public. After shouting 
slogans, the m a r c hers 
went away. 

-In Fresno, about 700 
p r o t e s t e r s m a rched 
through t h e downtown 
area. 
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