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Students protest tuition increase at Trustee meeting 
by AnthOny Puckerin 

The Board of Trustees recently voted to 
institute a staggered, three-stage tuition 
increase which will begin next September. 
These increases will be: $2150 for '79-'80. 
$2750 for '80-'81, and $3350 for "81-82. 

Out-of-state, foreign and in-state 
students at UMass/Boston held a 
demonstration during the Board of 
Trustees monthly meeting on February 7 
against the proposed 95% tuition increase 
which is scheduled to go into effect next 
fall semester. The students, calling 
themselves The Committee Against The 
Tuition Hike, congregated on the plaza 
adjacent to the administration building at 
approximately 2 p.m. Their continuous 
chants of "No tuition hike·· echoed off the 
usually quiet walls of the UMass/Boston 
campus. 

At the commencement of the meeting. 
the students filed into the conference room 
on the third floor of the administration 
building to present their demands to the 
Board. The four demands that the group 
presented were: no tuition increase. no 
extension to the present residency 
requirements, in-state tuition rates for all 
students, and no tuition increase for any 
student. 

The Committee Against The Tuition 
Hike also initiated a petition drive which 
netted 1200 UMass/Boston students' 
signatures. This petition, which was 
presented along with the demands to the 
Board. will also be sent to all local and 
state representatives. 

Representing the foreign students. an 
Iranian student commented on the .. fallacy 
that all foreign students arc rich." He 
<;tatcd that the reality of the situation is 
th;lt moq fon•ipn sltHknt<; ;wttt;!ll\· ··nmld 
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not afford such an increase." The 
alternatives. he said. would be for foreign 
students to attend such institutions as 
Boston University or MIT. causing the 
state to lose rather than gain revenue. 
He also emphasized the need for a .. multi
ethnic background"" which U Mass students 
would be deprived of should the increase 
go into effect. 

Michael Letwin. an out of-state student. 
then addressed the Board. He requested 
that the board support the students' 
demands by submitting a letter to 
legislators. He commented on the high 
attrition rate at UMass and added that. 
with the present mandate to increase 
tuition rates. the situation would become 
worse. Letwin concluded bv reiterating the 

demands of the Committee. Finally. 
Valerie Pruitt. an in-state s!Udent and a 
candidate for Student Trustee. addressed 
the board on behalf of the in-state 
students. who. she said. could well 
.. understand the plight of out-of-state and 
foreign students." The students then 
exited the conference room and resumed 
therr chants of "No tuition htl-.e.·· 

In reply to the students" demands. the 
Board of Trustees agreed to support the hill 
introduced by representative James Collins 
of Amherst. Joseph Healy. Chairman of 
the Board of Trustees. stated that the 
.. ultimate decision would he made b\ 
legislator-," and not by the Board. He 
further stated that .. the most direct impact 
could he madt." h\ tn·state and out of q;llt' 

students"" who were actually the only ones 
in a position to affect a change in in the 
legislation. He urged the students to 
attend the legislative hearing which has 
been scheduled for February 26. 

According to Jean Ratcliff. a member 
of the Committee ... the Trustees are still 
not on the side of the students." She 
nplained that with the staggered plan. 
""the students would still be paying 
outrageous tultton rates." 

Another proposal which will affect 
foreign and out-of-state students was a 
change in the residency requirements 
outlined in the 1979 legislative budget for 
the Board of Higher Education. The 
preamble to the budget suggested that the 
requirement be changed from one year to 
t'ighteen months. According to Frank 
Case\. registrar of UMass/Boston. this will 
actually increase the requirement to 2 
\ears or 24 months. He explained that a 
'tudent entering the University in 
Septt'mber will satisfy this residency 
requirement of eightet'n months in March. 
the middle of the semester. The end result 
being that. for all administrative and 
financial purposes. that student is a non
resident of Massachusetts. 

According to a spol-.esman in the 
education department at the state house . 
legislators moved to have the budget · 
amended because of the higher tuition 
rates being charged to native 
Massachusetts residents attending 
neighboring state schools such as the 
University of Vermont and the University 
of New Hampshire. 

Prior to the trustees meeting. the 
Committee Against The Tuition Hike held 
two meetings which were reportedly 
attL·nded lw <ts manv as fiftv l: \Lt"' 
..,tucknh. 


