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The Public versus 
Public Education 

by Steve Rosenfield 

S everal hundred students 
from Mass. College of Art, 
U. Mass I Boston, U. 
Mass 1 Amherst, Boston 

State College, University of Lowell 
and Framingham State College 
gathered at the State House on 
Wednesday afternoon, April II to 
protest proposed tuition and fee 
increases, budget cuts, and the 
suggested . reorganization and 
consolidation of state colleges and 
universities. The demonstration, 
which was timed to coincide with 
legislative discussion of tuition 
hikes for all state schools, began at 
noon with a picket march in front 
of the State House steps followed 
by a number of student speakers 
down on the Common; at about 
2:00 the crowd returned to the 
front of the State House, and 
formed another picket line and 
demonstrated for about twenty 
minutes before departing across 
the Common to return to their 
respective campuses. 

Speakers included representa
tives of Boston State, U. 
Mass/Boston, Mass. Art, U. of 
Lowell as well as those who 
represented black students, women 
students, Iatino students, the 
faculty-student union at U. 
Mass/ Boston and anti-nuclear 
energy student group S.C.A.N. 
The demonstration was organized 
by student government representa
tives and other state school 
students who refer to themselves as 
the April II th Coalition. Of 
concern among those who showed 
up to protest is that cuts in college 
budgets for the coming year will 
mean the loss of academic 
departments, faculty, and student 
services, and higher tuition rates in 
the fall may exclude many students 
statewide from attending schools. 
The de-emphasis of liberal arts 
programs in some of the schools 
and suggestions in various 
academic and legislative bodies has 
led to the widespread belief that 

public colleges and universities are 
phasing out liberal arts in favor of 
more specialized technical 
training. State plans to reorganize 
and consolidate public universi
ties, colleges and community 
colleges in order to save state aid is 
also cause for student concern. 

"Any person who cannot afford 
to go to Harvard ... should have 
the right to go where they want to 
go." said Toni Shatzman of Boston 
State College. Proposed tuition 
hikes for Boston State would bring 
the in-state fee up $250 to $750 and 
the out-of-state rate up $1050 to 
$3!50. The majority of students at 
public institutions are on a 
financial aid program of one kind 
or another. There is currently no 
guarantee that higher tuition will 
mean increased aid. 

Mike Letwin, a spokesman for 
U. Mass/ Boston, described the 
prevailing state attitude toward 
public school funding as the 
"blame the victim" approach. He 
stated that state school students 
were being penalized for lower 
academic scores which were not 
representative of their intellectual 
abilities. He pointed to the fact that 
these are the students who often 
must work while attending college 
rather than just study and have a 
good time. 

"It is impossible for the working 
class student to compete on an 
equal basis," Letwin said. He also 
cited a figure of $335 million in 
annual state aid to private 
education as further proof of bias 
against the public college student. 
Proposed tuition hikes would raise 
in-state tuition $500 and out-of
state tuition $1500 to $3200 at U. 
Mass 1 Boston. The school's 1980 
budget would be $12 million less, 
resulting in the loss of 90 to 130 
class lines and 45 full-time faculty 
positions. 

Those who organized the 
demonstration were optimistic 
about further student support but 
several expressed disappointment 

at the size of the turnout. 
"I wish there was more people. 

We're going to make a major drive 
to make all of the student aware. 
There's going to be a mass drive to 
unite all of the students at 
Massachusetts state colleges," said 
Therese Bisceglia of Mass. Art. 

"Half of Mass. Art is here," said 
Larry Trust, the college's student 
government president. "It's a long. 
hard battle." He predicted more 
student support, "if we keep 
getting information to people." 
Judging crowd responses to the 
speakers, it appeared that Mass. 
Art delivered more students than 
any of the other schools. One 
reason may be its precarious 
financial state. In addition to a 
proposed $780 jump in out-of-state 
and a $250 in-state tuitions (to new 
totals of $2100 and $570 
respectively), a I 0% budget cut 
would eliminate the school's 
evening operations, its Continuing 
Education program, reduce its 
faculty and cut enrollment by I 0% 
by limiting admission to one out of 
six applicants. 

"Right now we're really between 
a rock and a hard place. People arc 
getting fired; buildings are closing 
down real early .. We've run out 
of money," says Trust. 

The Coalition plans to make it> 
case for the students through local 
radio talk shows. college papers 
and public service announcements 
on television and hopes to 
maintain its unified stance with 
student government and student 
organization representatives of as 

' many colleges. universities and 
community colleges as show an 
interest. The next meeting was 
scheduled for April 18 at Boston 
State's Kennedy Building, at 6:30 
p.m. on the second floor. 0 


