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UMass students get the bad news: Tuition up 
University of Massachusetts 

trustees voted yesterday to increase 
tuition for Massachusetts residents 
43 percent over the next two years 
despite student claims it would lock 
out low-income students. 

Demonstrating against the 
move at the downtown Boston 
meeting were·lOO placard-carrying 
students who claimed the trustees 
were caving in to King administra
tion austerity demands at the ex
pense of the university. 

"We're being asked to solve the 
fiscal crisis of the state," David 
Barenberg, speaker of the UMass 
student senate, told the trustees. 
"You ask for some understanding 

(but) understanding doesn't pay 
the bills." 

Reflecting. the student mood 
were some trustees, among them 
Haskell Kassler, who said: 

"I am also troubled that the seg
ment of our population that can 
least afford is be in~ called on to pay 
more and get less.' 

Responding to students' charges 
that the tuition increases would ef
fectively banish minority and inner 
city students from the university, 
the board voted to ask for an addi
tional $6.50,000 in financial aid as 
well as a $100,000 increase in tuition 
waiver funds. 

The trustees' action would in
crease the current undergraduate 

. o~·M4s& 
~;~· A ~o 
~ <:.r ~ 

(/) % r C .. ~ I :: 

~ ~ ~ -~ (f) 

7 ~ ;} t1] 
/<V \,, ~, .. - 'Yty 

. I) .. ,,~ 0 
.18()'.3. 

tuition of $.52.5 a year to $62.5 during 
the 1979-1980 fiscal year and $7.50 
the year after. 

Graduate school tuitions would 
rise from the, current $670 to $800 
and then $950 a year. 

Also voted was a new medical 
school payback syste~, which pro
vides for yearly adjustment of how 
much the students owe the state for 
their education, instead of the cur
rent four-year, $2,000-a-year pay
back. 

In February, the UMass trustees 
voted to. double out-of-state stu
dents' tuitions over a three-year pe
riod. For the 1979-80 academic year 
the tuition rate is $2,150; for 1980-81 
it will be $2,750 and for 1981-82 
$3,350. 

The tuition increases come after 
pressure by Gov. Edward J. King to 

43percent 
increase revenues, and bring to 30 
out of 31 the number of state col
leges and universities which plan to 
raise tuition for the coming year. 

Rejected by the trustee board 
were attempts to moderate the im
pact of projected increases by levy
ing them only on those able to pay, 
exempting present enrollees, or lim
iting the hike schedule to one year 
unless the state promised increased 
student assistance. 

The tuition vote, with five nays, 
was finally taken after student ac
tivist Michael Letwin of the UMass
Boston campus charged that the in
creases are part of King's "attack 
on sO<·ial servi<·Ps" and thrPatcned a 
campaiJ,(Il to stop the increasps 


