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Student speaks at Re-org Hearing 
by Meg Hem 

The March 13 student protest didn't 
end when the 250 students demon
strators lett Chancellor Corrigans' ante
room. 

"Our belief is that reorganization has to 
meet the goal of increasing, and not 
decreasing, the quality of public education 
for third world and working class students 
in Massachusetts ... who, for the most 
part, do not have educational op
portunities elsewhere," said Letwin. 

different sources such as cutting back 
government funds to keep private colleges 
out of the red, paring down the ex
travagant budget of our state leaders, and 
military budget cutbacks. 

About 25 demonstrators banded 
together and attended an on-campus 
meeting of the Boston Subcommittee of 
the State Reorganization Commission. 

When the group first arrived, they 
were detained outside of the meeting. Af· 
ter some discussion as to whether the 
students would be allowed to attend the 
public hearing, a limited number of studen
ts were allowed to enter. Committee 
Chairperson Senator Gerald D'Amico also 
allowed one student to address the com
mission on state reorganization. 

Letwin decried the current financial aid 
situation as being "completly inadequate 
for working people." He QOted that it was 
becoming out of the question for more and 
more working class people to attend 
school, pay their tuition and support their 
families. 

"The fact is that while we're being geared 
up for a war in the Middle East or in Cen
tral America or anywhere else, an un
precedented amount of money is being 
upt into that, while we are having the very 
serious social services that we need cut 
down to a minimum. So we believe the 
money exists, the question is where it is 
going to go," Letwin said. 

In an impromptu and "eloquent" 
speech, student representative Michael 
Letwin outlined the issues and goals that 
his group thought should be dealt with in 
the reorganization of higher education. 

Letwin said a major goal of re
organization should be to increase the ac
cessibility of public higher education. He 
advised "a major increase in the amount of 
financial aid for people who need it and 
who are unable to go to school because 
they cannot afford the cost of education." 

Letwin stressed the need tor high 
quality, low cost public education and said 
along with enrollment figures, the quality 
to education at UMB was falling. "We're 
losing classes, we're losing teachers, 
we're losing services." He said 
reorganization should find ways to extend 
these vital university interests, "not cut He suggested funds for increased 
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them back, not figure how to consolidate 
or reduce the services available to those 
people, but increase them." 

Letwin also told commision members 
of the current student assessment of 
UMB's administration saying, "We believe 
that we're witnessing the beginning, or 
maybe the continuation of an increasing 
policy of a sort of 'Silberesque' kind of ad· 
ministration, ... the administration of 
UMass/Boston has taken upon itself to 
take more and more control of the 
decisions (while) making less and less 
consultation with students.·' 

Letwin was referring to Boston Univer
sity President John Silber who has been 
accused of using high handed 
management tactics. 

Letwin informed commision members 
that students feel there is a very serious 
racism problem at UMB. He cited the 
relatively low number of minority students 
here and said that this racial inequity ex
tended to the faculty also. He based his 
claim on the English department, "which is 
a very large department of 80 or 85 
people, and does not have one full time 
black faculty member." 

Student representation in the 
reorganization process was also deman
ded. "Up to this point we have been vir
tually ignored," Letwin said, "and we 
believe that students have to have a very 

major say, not just consultation, but a 
deciding vote in the nature of reorg that 
comes down." 

"We don't believe that reorg can or 
should take place based on a commission 
from the state house or the administration 
solely making those decisions. Students 
are the ones who are in the best position 
to know what they need." 

Letwin urged commission members to 
consider the issues that concern his 
group, or face considerable student op
position. "We will oppose reorganization if 
it does not meet the needs that we feel 
need to be met, if it does not move in the 
direction of opening up education for 
working class and Third World students. If 
that goal isn't met, we believe that it will 
be very difficult, (as) the committee and 
everyone else will find. to implement a 
reorganization plan." 

Senator D'Amico told the students that 
the issues raised by Letwin, "are issues 
that I think are foremost in the deliberation 
of this subcommittee and specifically in 
the organization process of the whole 
commission." 

D'Amico added that the commission 
would like more student imput into the 
reorganization process, but that a 
mechanism has yet to be developed. 

Students interested in developing a 
formal communication channel with the 
State Reorganization Commission should 
contact The Mass Media at extension 
2401. 


