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Corrigan Orders Arrests, Sit-in Ends 
by Steve Monlak & Carlene HiU 

Twenty nine UMB students were 
arrested on trespassing charges following 
a week-long sit-in outside UMass/Boston 

Chancellor Robert Corrigan's office, 
on the third floor of the Administration 
building. 

Corrigan ordered those arrests at 
about 2:00 PM Sunday afternoon after a 
crowd of some fifty five students, faculty 
and outsiders occupied a stairwell in the 
locked-up administration building. The 
crowd refused to leave until ventilation 
was turned on in the third floor and public 
access aHowed to that floor. 

Corrigan announced to the media the 
university's intentions to press charges 
against the ~rested students even as an 
ad hoc faculty advisory meeting he had 
called voted unanimously not to do so. 

The day had begun peacefully as about 
eighty demonstrators rallied outside on the 
plaza below the Administration building. 
The rally was part of a week-end long vigil 
in support of the $tudents inside the Ad
ministration building. 

People outside were debating means 
for getting food inside when, at around 
1:20, a fire alarm opened a fire door on the 
plaza level. 

A crowd swarmed up one flight of 
stairs, but stopped when met by university 
police officers. While several people bar
tered for food access to the third floor, two 
students removed the open ·door with a 
screwdriver. 

After refusing a police offer to carry the 
food upstairs, student leaders in the crowd 
decided not to leave until their demands 
were met. At that point the chancellor says 
he ordered the campus police to issue the 
arrest warning because the police felt the 
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situation had gotten out of control. 
Director of Public Safety James Lovett 

read the warning to students on the third 
floor at approximately 2: 1 5, at which time 
several students evacuated the building. 

Metropolitan District Commission 
police, who were called in by Lovett as part 
of a mutual assistance pact, made arrests 
at 2:25. Students were brought down in 
elevators to the G-1 level and taken away 
in three MDC police vans while a crowd of 
fifty chanted their support of the students. 

The arrested female students were 
booked at the Women's House of Deten-
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ficers would be subject to false arrest 
charges if the university dropped its case 
at that time. 

Assoc. Prof. Howard Cohen 
called it "outrageous that this went to' 
court." Cohen said, "The Administration 
concedes it is not true" charges had to 
be pressed to protect campus police from 
legal reprisals. He said the university 
needs a criminal lawyer to give it adequate 
information in circumstances like these 

Sunday night UMB legal counsel met 
with Bronk and several administrators to try 
to find a way to drop the charges and still 
protect the arresting officers. 

Bronk believes if Sunday's break-in had 
not occurred, arrests would not have been 
made. What's more. he added. the people 
who broke in were unrelated to the 
student group on the third floor. 

Meg Hern, one of lhe third-floor oc
cupiers, qualified that sentiment. She said 
while the occupiers had "no idea" the 
group below would enter the building, the 
occupiers upstairs don't want to deny them 
support for their actions. 

The occupiers feared violent reprisals 
might have been taken against the crowd in 
the stairwell, asserts Hern. According to 
her, Officer Green of the campus police 

tion on Somerset Street, while the males 
were booked at the MDC Old Colony 
Ro~d Station and at Boston Police Depart
ment District Eleven headquarters at 
Fields Corner. All were released on per
sonal recognizance. 

At Dorchester District Court Monday, 
the 29 students were given 1 0 day jail sen
tences and charged $75 court costs. The 
sentences are being appealed. 

The ad hoc advisory meeting, held at 
1 00 Arlington Street, at the Park Square 
Campus, from 2:00 to 5:00 PM, allowed 
about 35 faculty members involved in 

ran up the stairs to the waiting room oc
cupied by the students. With his nightstick 
in his hand, Green warned students if they 
tried to meet the crowd below he would 
"drag us out". said Hern. 

Alec Johnson. another occupier, said 
Green also "waved a blackjack in my face 
and inferrred serious consequences if any 
attempt was made to meet those below in 
the stairwell." 

"But on the whole." said Johnson. 
"police were most cooperative. "James 
Lovett, speaking for the campus police, 
said Green claims he had the blackjack in 
his hand, but did not wave it. Green also 
denied using forceful language in warning 
the occupiers. 

Green is the same officer ·who led a 
small group of police in a 6:00 a.m. 
whistle-blowing "raid" to awaken oc

- cupiers Friday. according to Hern. 
Though some students saw that action 

as a "practical joke," Michael Letwin, one 
of the occupiers, said, "We obviously saw 
no joke in that kind of harassment." 

Lovett said Green realized he made a 
mistake in the Friday mormng incident. 
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governance to pose questions and advise 
the chancellor on the best way to proceed. 
Two students, Vincent Maloney and 
Pauline Flynn, both members of the univer
sity Assembly. also attended. 

The group passed three resolutions. 
The faculty and students present agreed 
unanimously to recommend the university 
drop charges against the students. They 
further recommended no disciplinary ac
tion be taken against the students, and that 
court orders (injunctions) not be used 
should similar circumstances occur in the 
future. 

A court injunction would make students 
subject to contempt-of-court charges as 
well as the trespass charges levied against 
the 29 arrested Sunday. Moreover, if an 
injunction is sought, the chancellor and the 
university police would relinquish their con
trol of the situation to the county sheriff's 
office, said Assoc. Prof. Harold Bronk, a 
member of the advisory committee. 

Bronk explained the chancellor's 
decision to press charges resulted from 
advice by university legal counsel. Coun
sel had advised Corrigan the arresting of-
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Lovett called Green's action "out of 
character" especially considering the "at
mosphere of mutual respect" between 
demonstrators and police most of the 

,week. 
Sunday's arrests were foreshadowed 

by Friday afternoon's events, when Chan
cellor Corrigan caught occupiers off-guard 
and locked up the administration building at 
3:30p.m. That action left many of the oc
cupiers, who had temporarily left for 
various personal reasons, separated from 
\heir fellow occupiers. At 5 p.m. ven
tilation and hot water shut off automatically. 
Students were initially allowed to leave the 
building but not to enter. 

But, as a result of negotiations started 
on Friday night, about fifty students were 
allowed to return to the sit -in site. In return 
the students gave up their occupation of 
Heinz Bondy's office, which they had oc
cupied at the time of the lock-up. 

Seven students and four administrators 
locked horns Saturday in an eight-and-one
half hour negotiation session that finally 
broke down with nothing resolved. 

According to Chancellor Corrigan, the 
?ri~al purpose_ of the negotiations was to 
bargain on .the students' substanative 
demands. These initially included the 
awarding of tenure to Marcia Lloyd and 
James Cleveland, reinstatement of Heinz 
Bondy, and 51 per cent particapation in 
all university governance bodies. 
However, negotiations quickly bogged 
down in procedural questions. Student 
negotiators refused to discuss any sub-

stantive matters until the occupiers were 
given access to new food supplies, 
showers, and vacuum cleaners. They 
also demanded the ventilation be turned 
on, the building be opened so others could 
j.;:.1 them, and that they be allowed to tape 
the negotiations. 

According to SAC member Ardi Bat
manghelidj, administrative negotiators 
would not concede the access and taping 
demands, and offered only a "maybe" on 
others. Occupiers then demanded direct 
negotiations with the chancellor. and broke 
off negotiations when that was refused. 

Negotiating for the administration were 
Deputy Chancellor James Broderick, Dean 
Murray Frank, Gerry Sullivan from 
Academic Support, and Judy Baker, a for
mer student trustee. 

Meg Hern insisted the students did not 
break off the talks, but that the talks broke 
down from their own superficiality. 

"They (administrative negotiators) 
didn't even have the power to get us a 
vacuum cleaner," she said in a phone con
versation Sunday morning. "So obviously 
they had no real power to deal with us." 

Hern said talks almost broke down 
Saturday morning when students learned 
Boston Police officers were in the building. 
Those officers finally left when students 

refused to talk until they were removed. 
After the Friday lock-up, Chancellor 

Corrigan issued a statement aimed at 
reaching some compromise with the oc
c_upiers. In that statement, Corrigan said 
"He can well appreciate that some studen
ts. . faculty ... and staff feel their views have 
not been properly represented in our 
governance system" and that he was 
"prepared to help effect major changes in 

that process." 
He said he was "willing to explore dif

ferent types of governance, including a 
separate student senate." 

Corrigan repeated his argument that he 
could only overrule tenure decisions on a 
procedural error, which he said had not 
been found. Since those decisions are 
now in arbitration, Corrigan said he would 
request the "President (Knapp) to ask the 
(faculty) union to move up the date of the 
arbitration hearings" to speed up ad
judications. 

Corrigan also said the Heinz Bondy 
contract grievance was currently in 
grievance process, but that "in the larger 
issue ... of Student Affairs on this campus" 
he would appoint a student/ faculty/ staff 
committee to "develop a full-scale review 
process of Student Affairs." · 

Saying he was concerned about the 
"immediate effects" of the week-long sit
in, Corrigan pointed out that $1 800 per 
day was being spent on police overtime, 
and that staff working conditions had been 
"seriously undermined." 

Michael Letwin, speaking for the oc
cupiers, said the students dismissed 
Corrigan's statement because "it didn't ad
dress the majority of our demands and it 
made no concessions at all." 

Letwin said the issue of police overtime 
was being used to "discredit a positive 
cause." 

"We don't need the police up here," 
said Letwin. "There's been no vandalism 
and we've made very clear our intentions 
to remain nonviolent." 

The students added twelve new 
demands to their list of three on Thursday. 
Among those new demands were: repeal 

of tuition hikes, no sexual harassment, a 
student review board for campus police 
and the disarming of those police, 
reevaluation of the proficiency exam and 
increased child-care facilities. 

Throughout the week the occupiers 
held teach-ins and rallies to highlight their 
situation. They were also visited by Mel 
King on Thursday afternoon and Friday 
night. King pledged his support to their 
cause and promised to work for them in the 
Boston community. 

Students packed ChancellorCorrigan's 
outer office and overflowed into the hall 
last Wednesday afternoon when the chan
cellor appeared to publicly discuss with 
students the issues behind the three day-
long student sit·i~. _ 

The crowd remained quiet throughout 
Corrigan's remarks, but erupted in cheers 
and applause when Michael Letwin, a 
member of the Ad Hoc Student Organizing 
Committee (AHSOC), said the content of 
the chancellor's statements "can't be 
taken seriously" because Corrigan offered 
"no meaningful concessions." -

The chancellor began by saying he 
would be willing to negotiate with the 
students subject to the guidelines ex
pressed in his meeting that morning with 
the AHSOC administrative liaison com
mittee. He then addressed each of the 
three AHSOC demands. 

Corrigan declared even though student 
representation at UMass/Boston falls far 
short of the 51 percent AHSOC demands, 
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he "would be surprised" to hear of a gover
nance body "anywhere else in the coun
try" with "a higher percentage of students 
on it." 

Corrigan said he would consider 
establishing a separate student gover
nance body if it were approved by a cam
pus-wide referendum, but when Letwin 
asked if he would consider giving up his 
power to a joint committee of students, 
faculty and staff, Corrigan said no. 

"You're asking whether as chancellor I 
want to give up the powers I have as chan
cellor. The answer is no," Corrigan stated. 

However, he affirmed his commitment 
to "wherever possible enforcing and going 
ahead with the policies recommended by 
duly constituted bodies.'' 

Ginger Southern, an SAC member, 
asserted in an address preceding the 
chancellor's ·statements that students 
"don't have any voice in student govern
ment." She said the Assembly has only five 
student members which are not directly 
elected by students but picked by depart
ment heads, so SAC is the only body 
where students have a voice. 

(Ed. note: In fact, there are twenty 
student slots on the Assembly and they are 
directly elected each spring.) 

Corrigan said he could not overturn the 
decision of last year's chancellor to deny 
tenure to Marcia Lloyd and Jefferson 
Cleveland. He said if grievance procedures 
now underway find procedural 
irregularities in either of the cases, he 
would then be able to consider the cases. 

Corrigan proposed a commission to 
review and discuss the racial climate on 
campus, but declined to comment on State 
Representative Mel King's (D-South End) 
verbal attack on Corrigan the previous day. 

Letwin, In later remarks, asserted an 
administrator "who wanted to" deal with 

racism on campus should have found "am
ple opportunities" in the past. Letwin cited 
the low percentage of black faculty and 
students at the university and the alleged 
police attack on a black student last fall as 
instances. 

Regarding the Heinz Bondy case, 
Corrigan said it, too, is locked up in formal 
grievance proceedings. He said a grievan
ce committee will meet on April 1 7, and a 
report will be released some time in May. 

He informed students he is en
couraging President Knapp to make the 
final decision on the case himself, since 
otherwise he (Corrigan) will have to judge 
the merits of a grievance against himself. 

He said an interim vice-chancellor for 
Student Affairs will have to be appointed, 
and offered to discuss with students during 
that interim period what role student affairs 
should have and what resources would be 
available for it. 

The student audience's questions 
raised several issues AHSOC has not for
mulated as demands. Ric. Barros 
questioned the university's commitment to 
Portuguese and Cape Verdean students. 
He said the Portuguese language program 
is inadequate and CAS Dean Riccards is 
phasing it out. 

Corrigan responded the program has 
been extended for the fall semester and 
negotiations are underway to continue it 
:through spring 1981. He added offerings 
could be enlarged if more students were 
enrolled in the program. Barros rejoined 
students could hardly be expected to 
enroll in a program offering only two cour
ses. 

Letwin outlined half-a-dozen further 
issues including the alleged sexual 
harassment last summer of work-study 
Health Services' employees, alleged cam
pus police misbehavior, and inadequate 
financial aid and child-care facilities. 

Letwin's central assertion was. 

however, that university reorganization is 
"to meet the needs of the business com
munity" and the "only way for working 
class and third world students" to make the 
university work for them "is if we control 
it." 

Two-hundred and fifty demonstrators, 
not all related to the university, crowded 
into the plaza level lobby ol the ad
ministration building to listen to supporters 
and organizers of the on-going student ac
tion protesting actions of _Chancellor 
Corrigan. 

The Monday afternoon rally was called 
in response to the arrest of 29 UMass 
students for trespassing. · 

Speakers at the rally included BU's 
Howard Zinn and Sidney Peck, chair
person of the Sociology Department at 
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Clark University and founder of the 
Mobilization for Survival. 

Student speakers included Ernest 
Dodson former chairperson of the SAC, 
Ric Barros also a former SAC member, 
and other members in the arrested group. 

There were also speakers from the 
faculty, including Keitha Fine, who said, 
"We're not supporting you because we 
are socialists, we're supporting you 
because you are right." It was not made 
clear who the "we" Fine referred to was. 
Other faculty speakers were Marcia Lloyd 
and Edward Strickland. 

At 2:30pm the rally broke up to attend 
the Assembly Meeting in the large science 
auditorium. About two-hundred students 
attended the meeting, which quickly 
bogged down in procedural questions. 


