
e e 
Volume 1 5 Issue 1 5 University of Massachusetts/Boston November 12, 1980 

Recruiters pack 'em in- lobby demonstration 
by Carlene B. Hill 

Behind the. protective barrier of Vietnam 
veterans and other students, Naval officers 
recruited at the University of Massachuset
ts campus in Dorchester Thursday. 

For more than two hours, 1 50 students 
crowded the lobby where the two 
recruiters stood behind a literature table. 
Several veterans, with about fifteen sup
porte~~>, formed a living barricade between 
the recruiters and a shouting, ten-person 
contingent of the Committ84i Against 
Racism's (CAR) campus chapter. 

At an adjacent table, the campus anti· 
wsr committee showed two films produced 
in the early seventies by the Vietnam 
Veterans Againstthe War. 

Christopher Shannon, a sophomore 
who joined the veteran's barricade, said he 
supported the recruiters because "We 
should have all groups recruiting on cam
pus--all types of jobs, the communist party, 
everybody." 

But senior Michael letwin, an anti-war 
committee organizer. responded that the 

military has no more moral right to recruit 
on campus than would organized crime 
figures seeking to recruit assassins. 

Ueutenant Pete Mcloughlin of the 
Navy recruiting center in Boston called the 
demonstration an "overreaction" that was 
"probably drawing more attention to us" 
than it was taking away. 

Mcloughlin said most of the students 
he had talked to believed the military had a 
right to recruit on campus. 

However, Don Babets. student co-chair 
of the University Assembly. himself a 
veteran, did not think the services have 
that right. 

He contended that constitutional 
arguments based on the right to free 
speech do not apply to employment 
recruitment, where economics, not 
speech per se. is at stake. 

Babets said two attorneys at the Civil 
Uberties Union of Massachusetts have 
verified his contention. However, John 
Henn. the one ClUM board member 
available for comment Thursday said on the 
basis of his limited information llbout 
UMass/Boston he bleieved the free 
speech issue would be the basis of any 
legal opinion on th£ matter. 

The demonstration was marked by only 
one brief altercation between CAR and the 
veterans group. The scuffle occurred 
when a CAR membe1 tt"!rust a leaflet in 
front of a veteran's face. The veteran 
pushed the woman's hand, and the flyer, 
away. at which point senior John Hall 
leaped across the lobby shouting that the 
veteran had assaulted the woman. 

Campus police moved the vet away 
from the area momentarily, then allowed 
his return. 
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CAR oickets recruiters table while other students barricade, show films 
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